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rank of those entertained there, the Medici Palace was called
"the Hotel of the Pimces of the whole world."11 It is now
known as the Riccardi Palace/having been, long subsequently,
bought from the State by that family; but now that it has
again passed into the possession of the State it might well be
called by its own name.12 Though now so little thought of, it
is one of the most important buildings in Florence, and should
have that importance duly marked.

Greater still, however, is the interest attaching to this
palace from the point of view of Learning and Ait The in-
scription which it still bears ri designates it as "the nurse of
all learning"; and justly so, for it was here that the ancient
learning of Gieece and Rome was called back to life, and it
was from hence that the uNew Learning" went forth to change
the face of Europe. Entering by the central doorway, and
passing through the at died vestibule, one finds oneself in the
CQitilc^*- This court was once adorned with various celebrated
statues, among them Donatello's bronze statue of David which
woiked so important an effect in the world of Art; while we
still see over the arches his medallions And here, all round
under the arcades, are classical busts, inscriptions, and sar-
cophagi,15 recalling the time when the enthusiasm for the an-
cient learning burnt so strongly here; that time when Marsilio
Ficino, the great scholar whom Cosimo treated almost as a
son, kept a lamp burning before the bust of Plato as before
an altar.

Here also Art was reverenced and encouraged to a scarcely
less degree than Learning. The number of objects of art which
the Medici collected round them in this palace was extraor-
dinary. A glimpse of it is given us in the remark made by the
Duke of Milan in 1471 that he had not seen in all Italy so
many objects of art as he saw in this palace1G Yet this was
before Lorenzo the Magnificent added thereto all the immense
collection made by him during his twenty-three years1 rule, by
which he at least doubled all that had been collected by his